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29	For	an	argument	with	a	similar	structure	in	a	different	context,	see	Miriam	Ronzoni’s	(2009)	
claim	that	even	if	we	accept	that	justice	is	confined	to	the	basic	structure,	we	can	nevertheless	
have	duties	to	create	a	certain	size	or	type	of	basic	structure.	
  22	
attention	is	focused	on	the	choices	of	parents	and	on	non-parents’	receipt	of	a	future	
benefit	as	bases	of	liability.	I	have	not	tried	to	show	that	these	are	not	appropriate	
bases	of	liability	for	the	costs	of	raising	children.	Rather,	I	have	tried	to	show	that	our	
discussion	of	how	we	should	divide	these	costs	should	not	be	limited	to	these	bases	of	
liability,	and	to	these	parties.	The	arguments	of	this	paper	suggest	that	we	may	be	able	
to	foist	some	of	the	benefits	of	upbringing	ont0	children,	and	then	claim	repayment	
later.	I	have	tried	to	show	that	this	is	a	plausible	basis	of	liability	by	focusing	on	the	
situation	that	children	are	in:	they	require	essential,	expensive	goods,	but	are	unable	to	
consent	to	receiving	or	paying	for	them.	However,	they	are	the	primary	beneficiaries	of	
child-raising	schemes,	and	a	fair	division	of	the	costs	should	include	them.	I	have	
considered	several	objections	to	this	line	of	thinking,	namely:	that	parents	enjoy	and	
benefit	from	parenting;	that	parents	are	responsible	for	the	existence	of	the	costs;	and	
that	the	scheme	has	inegalitarian	implications.	Much	more	would	need	to	be	said	
about	how	to	implement	the	view,	and	doubtless	there	are	many	more	objections	to	
consider,	but	I	hope	I	have	at	least	shown	that	it	is	a	credible	candidate.	
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